
Contact Information

Greater Metro Parks Foundation
4702 S 19th Street
Tacoma, WA 98405
metroparksfoundation.org

For information about
Greater Metro Parks Foundation,
to volunteer and get involved
with the Foundation,
or to inquire about
partnerships with
Greater Metro Parks
Foundation, please contact:

Jennifer Gilbert
Chief Development Officer
Greater Metro Parks Foundation
ph: 253.305.1071
jennifer@metroparksfoundation.org

Drew Ebersole
Executive Director
Greater Metro Parks Foundation
ph: 253.305.1066
drew@metroparksfoundation.org

Metro Parks Tacoma
4702 S 19th Street
Tacoma, WA 98405
ph: 253.305.1000 fx: 253.305.1098

For more information about our parks visit:
metroparkstacoma.org

Greater Metro Parks Foundation is a 501(c)(3) private, non-profit organization

“Parks play a major role in defining who 

we are and who we become–

as individuals and as a community.  

Parks help shape our lives and our

community by building character and 

allowing each of us to dream of what 

can be.

At Greater Metro Parks Foundation

we treasure memories, and more 

importantly…dreams.  That’s why we are 

dedicated to nurturing and securing

financial support that will enhance our 

parks and recreation programs.

We foster community support by

creating partnerships that encourage 

active lifestyles, healthy living and

environmental stewardship in the

Tacoma metropolitan area.”

 – Andrea Smith
    President,
    Greater Metro Parks Foundation

“We’ve all spent time there:

The family picnic and softball game,

rolling down a steep grassy hill, chasing a 

soccer ball, attending a friend’s wedding 

or at the annual company gathering…

maybe even splashing along a beach

collecting shells.  All fond memories of 

great times spent in a park.

Metro Parks’ staff and Board of Park

Commissioners are committed to

quality facilities, carefully stewarding

your tax dollars, obtaining additional

funds to add even more improvements

and reaching out to residents to involve

them in planning and service delivery.

Our goal is to leave a legacy of

improvements so that future generations 

can continue to enjoy and benefit from 

Tacoma’s parks and recreational facilities.”

 – Jack C. Wilson
    Executive Director,
    Metro Parks Tacoma

Building Communities
by supporting people,
programs and parks.



Metro Parks Tacoma (MPT) has its roots in the 

City of Tacoma Charter of 1880.  Tacoma set up

a committee of city council members in 1883 to 

oversee its parks.  That committee became the 

Board of Park Commissioners in 1890, with 

members appointed 

by the mayor.

In 1907 Washington 

State Legislature 

passed a law

allowing cities to 

form separate park 

districts. Less than a month later, residents voted 

to establish the Metropolitan Park District of 

Tacoma as a separate municipal corporation,

with a five-member elected Board of Park

Commissioners, able to collect property taxes

for support.  

Tacoma resident Col. Clinton Ferry, seeking to 

copy the broad boulevards and green spaces he 

enjoyed on his trips to Europe, gave the city its 

first park. Ferry Park, dedicated in 1883,

followed by Wright Park in 1886. 

Today, Metro Parks Tacoma continues to

maintain and care for Tacoma’s park resources 

with a combination of earned revenue and tax 

support.

We all benefit from the impact that parks

and recreation programs have on our lives. 

They shape us and change us.  They provide us 

with memories, help 

us build character and 

ultimately… realize our 

dreams. 

As a Foundation we are 

dedicated to fostering 

community support by creating partnerships 

that will help raise the shorefall funds beween the 

$84.3 million bond and the $200 million needed 

by MPT for improvements and facility upgrades.

Our Goals and Guiding Principles
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     supporters of Greater   

     Metro Parks Foundation 

     through heightened 

     awareness of the Foundation 

     and Metro Parks Tacoma.
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     current supporters.
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     Metro Park Tacoma’s abilities to deliver 

     unique recreation programs and classes 

     for our community and neighborhoods.

We are proud to be a part of the ongoing 

revitalization of Wright Park.  We are especially

excited about Phase II of its make-

over to which we are committed 

to the completion of a new play 

ground and spray ground.

Each year we assist MPT to host 

their annual Golf Classic at Meadow 

Parks benefiting Meadow Park 

Junior Golf & Northwest Youth 

Sports Alliance (NYSA) programs. 

Through NYSA, Metro Parks 

Tacoma and the Boys & Girls Clubs 

of South Puget Sound have developed a goal to 

instill a passion in 

today’s youth to be active, healthy, and 

experience increased self-esteem.

Events like Wine & Roses, held during Taste of

Tacoma,  help us raise the funds that will 

enhance Metro Park Tacoma’s revitalization 

projects like Wright Park and 

many others to come.  

Please join us.  You can

play a significant part in our

ongoing efforts.

Metro Parks Tacoma
Early History

2005 $84.3 Million
Park Improvement Bond

Greater Metro Parks
Foundation

Greater Metro Parks
Foundation Projects

The bond passed and became effective January 

2006.  Work and improvements are underway on 

Tacoma’s aging neighborhood parks, community 

centers and playfields:
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     facilities, fencing, lighting and trails need to be 

     repaired or replaced to ensure safety.

The $84.3 million bond falls well short of the 

$200 million needed, so funds from the bond are 

being earmarked for priority projects:
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     historic facilities will receive improvements.    
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     walking trails. 

Without the funds from the bond and

generous private support Metro Parks Tacoma 

will be forced to consider:
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     replacing) unsafe

     playground structures 

     and equipment.
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     facilities maintenance.  

Wright Park in early 1900s.

Meadow Park Golf Club

Carousel at
Point Defiance

Zoo & Aquarium

Picnic at
Puget Park

Artist rendering of Wright Park’s 
proposed sprayground.

Sprayground at
McKinley Park


